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Council MemberDonovanDelaCruz
HonoluluHale CIiY CQtJr~CW
530 SouthKing Street HONOLULU, HAWAII
Honolulu,HI 96813

DearCouncil MemberDelaCruz:

Greetingsfor theNew Year! It wasagreatyearfor theJohnA. BurnsSchoolofMedicine.
Herearesomeofthehighlights from thispastyear.

1. ThecampusatKaka’akois on budgetandon time (progressphotoenclosed):
— Educationbuilding 138,000sq. ft. — completiondateDecember2004
— Sciencebuilding216,000sq. ft. — completiondateJune2005

2. In fiscal year2003,our facultybroughtto theuniversity$46million in grantsand
contracts,which arenewdollarsto supportmainly thesalariesfor faculty andresearch
supportstaff. Of that total, $24million werefrom theNationalInstitutesofHealth
(NIH). In thefirst quarterof fiscal year2004,wehavebeenawardedanother$27
million.

3. TheJiB BoardofRegentsapprovedin OctobertheSchool’sDepartmentof Native
HawaiianHealth. Thefunding for this newdepartmentcamefrom theQueen’sHealth
System($5 million), theNIH ($4.6million), andanothergrant($5.3million) from the
NIH to form an educationprogramandtreatpeoplewho havediabetesin theNative
Hawaiiancommunity. Thechairofthis departmentandleaderof thediabetesprogramis
MarjorieMau,M.D.

4. We haverecruitedDuaneJ. Gubler, Sc.D.,asChairoftheDepartmentofTropical
Medicine andMicrobiology andhewill be on boardJanuary1, 2004. Dr. Gublerwishes
to developan internationallyrecognizedcenterofexcellencefor researchandtraining in
infectiousdiseasesandaregionalreferencecenterfor thediagnosisandcontrol ofnew,
emergingandre-emergingmicrobialthreats.Dr. Gublerwasformerlywith theCenters
for DiseaseControlandPreventionNationalCenterfor InfectiousDiseasesDivision and
DirectorofVector-BorneInfectiousDiseases.Examplesofthesetypesofdiseasesare
DengueandWestNile.

5. Ric Yanagihara,M.D., MPH, wasrecruitedtwo yearsagofrom theNIH. He recently
obtainedfunding ($9.6million) from theNIH to developaPacificCenterfor Emerging
InfectiousDiseasesResearch.He is alsothedirectorof anothergrantfrom theNIH ($10
million) to trainresearchfaculty for themedicalschool.

6. RosanneHarrigan,EdD,APRN-RX, FAAN, formerdeanof theJiB SchoolofNursing
andDentalHygiene,joined our facultyto leadtheeffort in complementaryand
alternativemedicine.Oneof herotherresponsibilitiesis facultydevelopment.
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7. KennethWard,M.D., formerlyaprofessorandthe chiefofreproductivegeneticsdivision
attheUniversityofUtah Medical School,becamepartofourfaculty on September1,
2003,astheChairoftheDepartmentofObstetrics-Gynecology& Women’sHealth. He
is nationallyrecognizedfor hiswork in fetal andmaternalmedicine,specializingin
moleculargenetics.

8. HMSA donated$1 million for usto developaprogramfor qualityhealthcareandhealth
carepolicy. We recruitedHayaRubin, M.D., aprofessorfrom JohnsHopkinsMedical
Schoolto leadthis initiative. Oneof herprojectsis fundedby theNIH.

9. MarlaBerry, Ph.D.cameto usfrom Harvard. Sheis recognizednationally for her
researchon themolecularbiology of thethyroid andhasreceivednumerousawardsfor
accomplishments.Shehasthreegrantsfrom theNIH to supporther research.

10. LindaChang,M.D. andThomasEnrst, Ph.D.arecoming from BrookhavenNational
Laboratories,New York, to createaclinical researchprogramin neurobiologyutilizing
MRI. ThefederalOffice ofNationalDrugControlPolicy hasprovided$3.6million for
thepurchaseofthisMRI, whichwill beplacedat theQueen’sMedical Center. Their
researchwill haveimpacton theICE epidemicandotherbraindisorders.Someoftheir
researchis fundedby theNIH aswell.

11. Our ProblemBasedLearningProgram,whichwasestablishedin 1989,hasbeenvery
successful.Our studentsscorewell abovethemeanin nationalexams.

12. The
2

nd DistinguishedLeadershipForumandSymposiumwill beheldonJanuary28,
2004,at theSheratonWaikiki. Wearefortunateto haveDr. Ivor Roystonasourkeynote
speaker.Dr. Roystonis anationallyrecognizedphysician-scientistin theareaofcancer
immunologyandtheco-founderof ForwardVentures,acompanythatidentifiesand
developsopportunitiesin the life scienceswhichproduceshighreturnsfor its inventors.
Hehasbeeninvolvedin SanDiego’sbiotechnologyindustrysinceits inceptionin 1978.
His topicwill be “The Growthof theBiotechIndustryin SanDiego: LessonsLearned.”

13. TheAmericanMedicalAssociationfeaturesamedicalschooleachmonthandour
medicalschoolwasfeaturedin December. Checkthewebsite— http://wwwama-
ssn org/ama/pub/category/i 843.html.

TheJohnA. Burns Schoolof Medicinehasaccomplishedmanythingsin thepastyearandwill
continueto successfullybuild uponthoseaccomplishmentsin thecomingyear. I thankyou for
your supportoftheSchoolofMedicineandwishyou all thebestin 2004.

Aloha,

cc: Dr. PatriciaLee— Chairperson,UniversityofHawai’i Boardof Regents
Dr. EvanS. Dobelle— President,UniversityofHawai’i
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